












               

              
            
   












            



            

       
           



          

             




Conflicts, disasters and fragility have devastating effects on children’s lives, contributing to the wider 
global crisis in child protection. Children are especially at risk of many forms of abuse and exploitation 
in such settings. For example, children may lose the protection of their family and broader network 
and easily become victims of trafficking, sexual exploitation, recruitment into the armed forces and 
groups or other worst forms of child labour. 


Children may be deprived of schooling and training sometimes for long periods, for instance in the 
event of protracted displacement, which affects their future choices. Lost or reduced household 
incomes as a direct result of the crisis or disaster can have devastating effects on children, affecting 
their daily food and dietary intake and consequently their development. The lack of access to safe and 
adequate childcare and the psycho-social trauma suffered by all family members also prolongs the 
recovery process.


Issues to be addressed


This panel will include a scene-setting presentation, followed by an interactive conversation, facilitated 
by a moderator. It will explore the following key issues:


• How conflict, disasters and climate change impact on child labour (and forced labour) 


• How addressing conflict, disasters and climate change can positively impact on child labour (and 
forced labour)


• Child labour as a key conflict driver to be addressed for sustaining peace 


• Strategies to prevent child labour (and forced labour) during/after a crisis building on the ongoing 
humanitarian response and with a focus on the specific situation of children associated with armed 
forced and groups


• Positive and negative synergies between private and public sector interventions in response to 
conflict, disaster, climate change and their consequences on child labour and forced labour


• Good examples where such work has been put in practice


